The father is a mason, and seems to be affected with some chronic pulmonary condition. No detail as to his history was obtainable. The mother married at 24, and has had nine pregnancies.
The patient was the second child ; the third, fifth, and sixth pregnancies resulted in miscarriages, the seventh in a birth, premature b}^ three weeks.
The above suggests a specific element, but no indications of congenital syphilis in any of the children could be elicited from the mother. It is worth noting that whatever was the cause of the " miscarriages," they occurred after the birth of the patient. Too much stress, however, cannot be put upon such a fact as weighing against the possibility of a specific taint being present.
There is, at the present time, no physical evidence of the child having been the subject of congenital syphilis, and the same is true of rickets.
There is nothing noteworthy in the history of the patient as an infant; but between the ages of 3 and 7 it had measles, whooping-cough, and scarlet fever, and was very ill during each of these illnesses. It was a month or two after the scarlet fever that the mother noticed the child becoming extremely pale and very weakly, and on this account she was not allowed to attend school for about six months. Again, there is the absence of all tendency to haemorrhages, and though the temperature when she was first admitted to hospital was of doubtful significance, yet it could never be said to have shown anything like the type of hectic fever indicated by West as being usually present.
Lastly, the age of the child when she first turned ill was one at which the disease is uncommon, though curiously enough the child was then 9 years old, the age given of the youngest case on record.
Reference must now be made to a second form of splenic anaemia which is found in infants. West made special reference to this condition in a " Discussion on Enlargements of the Spleen in Children," which he opened at the annual meeting of the British Medical Association held this year at Ipswich. A full report of this discussion, and of West's remarks on this form of splenic anaemia, will be found in the British Medical Journal (1st September, 1900, p. 567 
